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Mud  to  Parks is  a  program  of the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources that finds beneficial 
uses for material dredged from rivers and lakes. Some 
of the many major cooperators include ARTCO 
Fleeting, office of then Lt. Governor Quinn; Attn. Gen. 
Lisa Madigan; Midwest Foundation, Inc.; Prairie 
Research Institute; City of Chicago; Chicago Park 
District; City of East Peoria; and Fon du Lac Park 
District.  Additional information is available at 
www.istc.illinois.edu/special_projects/il_river.
Mud to Gardens projects, using sediment as top soil, 
have been sponsored collaboratively by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency, Department of 
Transportation and the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.
By John C. Marlin, Ph.D. and Robert G. Darmody, Ph.D. 
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the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences at the 
University of  Illinois.
*   Dredge sites are marked with unique colors to indicate reclaimed 
soil sources for the corresponding colored parks and gardens
** White indicates yet to be determined reclaimed soil source
